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many ages, the Pentateuch was regarded as the complete Law

of   God,  containing provisions, it was believed, which when

properly interpreted by the Oral traditions of the Scribes, were

sufficient for the regulation of every act in life.    But finding

that the old Historical Books were capable, when properly

redacted, of yielding much matter serviceable for doctrine and

instruction, the Scribes added them one by one to the Canon ;

until as time went on they came to be regarded as having the

same kind of authority, although somewhat less in degree, as

the Pentateuch itself.    Among others, the Book of the Judges,

for example, was redacted from the priestly point of view from

sources now lost, while  the  Books  of  the   Chronicles were

simply a redaction from the same point of view, of the Books

of Kings.    Fortunately, the reverence for the Books of Kings

was so great that they still form part of the Canon; and in

minutely comparing the historical accounts with the parallel

ones in Chronicles, as has been so ably done by Wellhausen,

the fact that the one is but a priestly redaction of the other, is

put beyond all doubt.    In the same way, the noble record of

fulfilled prophecies had made it evident to all that the Prophets

had been inspired by God; and the Books of Isaiah, Ezekiel,

Jeremiah, and the rest, were added to the Canon.

Now it was only when these Prophets and the Psalms were
added to the Canon of Scripture, that the full power of the
Synagogue in bringing Jehovah home to the hearts and con-
sciences of each individual Jew, began to make itself felt. For
the Pentateuch, the Book of the Law proper, deals, it is to be
observed, mainly with matters affecting the well-being of Israel
as a nation, and only secondarily with those peculiar to each
individual. It deals, for example, with historical characters
like the Patriarchs and holy men of old, whose lives, though full
of idyllic beauty and charm, have still a historical and national,
rather than an individual significance; or with rites like Cir-
cumcision, and the observance of the Sabbath, whose main
object was to keep up a distinction between the Jews and other